
December 1st – Advent I – the Holy Communion 

  
Introduction: Why a Prayer Book? 

- “lex credendi lex orandi” = worship must reflect good theology, and vice versa 

- That we may be of “one voice” (Romans 15:6) and “one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32) 

- Accountability of the minister to his flock 

- Accessibility of the liturgy to all who can read (hence one book, not several) 

- Myth: “liturgy doesn’t belong in Protestantism”  Corrective quote from Charles Simeon: 
Many, if their imaginations are pleased and their spirits elevated, are ready to think that they have 

been greatly edified, and this error is at the root of that preference which they give to extempore 

prayer, and the indifference which they manifest towards the prayers of the established church.  But 

real edification consists in humility of mind, and in being led to a more holy and consistent walk with 

God, and one atom of such a spirit is more valuable than all the animal fervor that ever was excited.  

It is with solid truths, and not with fluent words, that we are to be impressed, and if we can desire from 

our hearts the things which we pray for in our public forms, we need never regret that our fancy was 

not gratified or our animals spirits raised by the delusive charms of novelty.  [Sermon #192] 

What is the Service of Holy Communion? 

- Read the introductory text on page 104. 
- What are the differences between the Anglican Standard and the Renewed Ancient Texts? 

- - Shorter Prayers of the People, Confession, and Post Communion Prayer (like 1979 BCP) 

- - They have two completely different Prayers of Consecration: 
- - - “Standard” is narrow but deep, focusing on Christ’s atonement on the Cross. 
- - - “Renewed” is shallow but wide, taking the whole sweep of the gospel events. 
- Biblical patterns: word & sacrament (Luke 24), “took, blessed, broke, gave” (1 Cor. 11) 

- Identify rubrics and the Additional Directions after the liturgy (also true throughout the book). 
 
How does its calendar work? 

- Read the first paragraph on page 687. 
- Note the seven principle feasts. 
- - We “claim” time itself for the gospel by ordering it according to sacred meanings. 
- - We order our lives around the gospel by following a church calendar. 
- - If the Church doesn’t define the times, someone or something else will…! 
- Note the calendar of optional commemorations on page 691. 

 
What about special occasions? 

- Classical Prayer Books did not offer much variation, but modern practice has allowed for more. 
- Read the introduction to Ash Wednesday on page 542 and note what’s different about it. 
- Read the second paragraph on page 553 about Palm Sunday. 
- Note the Triduum and Easter Vigil on the following pages. 

 
Where does its Lessons come from? 

- The primary way that the Church Calendar comes to life is through its lectionary. 
- Read the first paragraph on page 716. 
- Point out today’s lessons and Psalm on page 717 (classical prayer books have the full text). 
- Outline this lectionary’s coverage of the Bible over its three-year span. 
- Some boast they “preach the full counsel of God” - but how much do they cover without this? 

- Note that exceptions are permitted on page 717. 



December 8th – Advent II – the daily prayers 

 
What is the Daily Office? 

- This is the day-to-day side of how we hallow time (matching the grand scope of the calendar). 
- Outline the history of synagogue, cathedral, and monastic prayer. 
- Read the first two paragraphs on page 6. 
- This is a very stable liturgy, changing very little. Why? 
It may take us years of reading the text, of letting it marinate in our memories, to bring us to the 
pivotal insight that leads us to pursue anew wisdom. That’s why we listen to the same Scriptures, pray 
the same collects, listen to the same eucharistic prayer year after year after year. 

– Timothy P. O'Malley 
How does it treat the Psalms? 

- Read the first paragraph on page 734 and note the outline on the facing page. 
- Read the first two paragraphs on page 268 and cite a psalm already prayed today. 
 
Where do its Lessons come from? 

- Read the first two paragraphs on page 736. 
- Note today’s lessons on page 762, and their context this month. 
 
What are its Canticles? 

- Traditionally Benedictus at the morning, Magnificat at the evening, and Nunc dimittis at night. 
- Note the Canticles already prayed today. 
- Show the Supplemental Canticles on page 79. 
 
What is the Great Litany? 

- Read the third paragraph on page 6. 
- Note the progression of its content starting on page 91: 
- - devotions to God 

- - deliverance from evil 
- - intercessions for church, state, world, society, those in need, the lost, departed 

- - famous devotional prayers 

- - supplication for God’s help 

 
What other prayers resources are here? 

- The Collect of the Day (cf. page 598) is a link between the Daily Office and the Communion. 
- Note the Occasional Prayers on pages 642-645. 
- Note ‘Family Prayer’, reading the first paragraph on page 66. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



December 15th – Advent III – Healing and Ordination 

 
 
Start with the Epistle lesson from James 5: God has ordained and empowered his ministers to 
pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins, and also to lay 
hands upon them for healing in the name of Christ.  Turn to and read page 222. 
 
Healing the spiritually sick   p 223 
- Although not always prominent, private confession has always been available in our tradition. 
- The absolutions here, and in the Office and Communion, all point to God’s work. 
 
Healing the physically sick   p 225 
- Anointing oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit and has three uses (exorcism before Baptism, 
healing/unction, and confirmation/ordination). 
- This is not a magic incantation or a power-of-faith miracle, but a confident prayer for God to heal. 
- Communion for the sick is usually in one kind because pre-consecrated wine is hard to transport 
safely, and especially to use up reverently; it is not to be thrown away in tiny cups or poured down 
a drain, after all. 
- Additional prayers on pages 231-235 are useful! 
 
What is the ordained ministry?  Read page 470. 
 
Deacons proclaim the Gospel  Read the Exhortation on pages 477-478. 
 
Priests proclaim the Gospel   Summarize the Exhortation on pages 488-489. 
 

Bishops proclaim the Gospel  Summarize the questions on pages 503-504. 
 
Places of worship proclaim the Gospel, too. 
- Although the Church the Body of Christ, the Communion of Saints, buildings are still useful. 
- Read the second two paragraphs on page 525. 

- Read the blessing on the top of page 528 and highlight some of the following examples.



December 22nd – Advent IV – Initiation, Matrimony, Burial 
 

Advent is a time that gives us a particular attention to beginnings and endings. 
- Christmas is a beginning, the second Advent is an end. 
- This can lead us to reflect on other things: marriage, childbirth, death, are ends & beginnings. 
 
Previously, our series through the Prayer Book has looked at the “stable liturgies” – daily prayer, 
communion on Sundays and other feasts, and the ministries of healing and ordination – things that 
continue on a regular basis.  Today we finish exploring how the Prayer Book proclaims the Gospel 
through its “Occasional” services, that is, how it draws the entire scope of life into the Gospel story, 
from birth to death.  
 
How and why do we baptize? 

- Read the first paragraph on page 160. 
- Read the exhortations on pages 162 & 162. 
- Baptism is just the beginning of salvation: read the Flood Prayer on page 167. 
 
How and why do we confirm? 

- Read page 174. 
 
How do we marry and what does it mean? 

- We’re in a cultural crisis regarding marriage, nearly a century in the making. The 1979 Prayer 
Book had a drastic rewrite of the definition of marriage, and even book from 1928 was a slight 
divergence from the original wording. Our definition and vows are much closer to the original, and 
rubrics allow the original vows too! 
- Read page 198 and summarize 199. 
- Note the formal betrothal agreement on page 200! 
 
We celebrate the birth of children! 
- This is a pre-baptismal celebration on page 215. 
 
How do we minister to the dying? 
- Read page 236. 
- Note the “last rites” options on page 241. 
- We have “Prayers for a Vigil” on pages 243-5 for those who grieve. 
 
How do we mourn with hope? 
- Note the text on page 246, read the last paragraph. 
- The funeral service, beginning on page 249, has many iconic anthems. 
- The Scripture readings listed on page 251 are rich with wisdom, comfort, and perspective. 
- - This is neither a “celebration of life”, nor a sobfest. 
- - Rather, the burial liturgy directs our attention to the resurrection of Jesus. 
- The Committal begins on page 260; it used to be that it took place immediately after the funeral 
service, once everyone had processed outside to the graveyard next to the church building, but 
that’s almost never the practice anymore. As a result, the Committal often ends up being its own 
service, separated from the funeral by weeks, even months or years. Due to that, I submitted to the 
task force for liturgy what is now the second Additional Direction on page 266. 
 


